ACT H              PRIVATELIVES
AMANDA : Poor Sibyl.
ELYOT:  Sibyl?
AMANDA : Yes, I suppose she loves you terribly.
ELYOT : Not as much as all that, she didn't have a
chance to get really under way.
AMANDA : I expect she's dreadfully unhappy.
ELYOT : Oh, do shut up, Amanda, we've had all that
out before.
AMANDA : We've certainly been pretty busy trying to
justify ourselves.
ELYOT : It isn't a question of justifying ourselves, it's
the true values of the situation that are really important.
The moment we saw one another again we knew it was
no use going on. We knew it instantly really, although
we tried to pretend to ourselves that we didn't. What
we've got to be thankful for is that we made the break
straight away, and not later.
AMANDA : You think we should have done it any-
how?
ELYOT : Of course, and things would have been in a
worse mess than they are now.
AMANDA : And what if we'd never happened to meet
again. Would you have been quite happy with Sibyl ?
ELYOT : I expect so.
AMANDA : Oh, Elyot 1
ELYOT : You needn't look so stricken. It would
havebeen the same with you and Victor. Life would
have been smooth, and amicable, and quite charming,
wouldn't it ?
AMANDA : Poor dear Victor* He certainly did love
me.
ELYOT:  Splendid.
AMANDA :  When I met him I was so lonely and
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